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The International Conference “Problems of the History of the Caucasus” was 

held at the National Academy of Sciences of RA in Yerevan on March 15-16. 

Pavlik (Pavel) Chobanyan was born in Khanlar town of Azerbaijan SSR (na-

tive village - historical Pip-Zaglik) on March 15, 1948. In 1973, he graduated from 

the Department of History at Yerevan State University. From 1974-1976, he pur-

sued Caucasian and Georgian studies at the postgraduate course of the Institute of 

Oriental Studies of Armenian Soviet Republic Academy of Sciences and in the In-

stitute of Manuscripts of the Georgian Academy of Sciences under the supervision 

of of Georgian scholar P. Metreveli. 

P. Chobanyan began his scholarly career at the Institute of Oriental Studies. 

From 1977-1985, he was a junior researcher at the Department of Caucasian and 

Byzantine Studies of the institute; in 1995-1996, he was the head of the "Christian 

East" department. From 1985-1995, P. Chobanyan worked as a senior researcher at 

the Institute of History of NAS RA. For more than ten years, from 2002 to 2013, he 

served as deputy director of research at the Institute of Oriental Studies. For many 

years, from 1999-2003, he was a member of some scientific and editorial boards. 

He served as the Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the “Historical-philological journal” of 

NAS RA. In 2007, Chobanyan worked as a senior fellow analyst at the National 

Research Institute for Strategic Studies of the Ministry of Defense of the Republic 

of Armenia (National Research University of the Ministry of Defense of the Re-

public of Armenia). 

P. Chobanyan is the author of more than 150 scientific publications. He is also 

the editor of two dozen scientific articles. His works are related to the study of Ar-

menian history, Armenian-Georgian, Armenian-Russian relations, and Georgian 

correspondence. He authored the fundamental monographs “Georgian travelers and 

their information about Armeniansˮ [3] and “Armenian-Russian-Georgian Rela-

tions in the Second Half of VII Centuryˮ [2]. The scholar Kh. A. also published a 

translation of the “Grammar of the Old Georgian Languageˮ by Shanidze together 

with Hayrapet Margaryan. In 1990, P. Chobanyan published a collection of docu-

ments entitled “Armenian-Russian relations in the second half of the 18th century 

(1760-1800)ˮ, and in 1999 Makar Barkhudaryan's “The Country of Aghvank and 
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their neighborsˮ and “Artsakhˮ were republished with the author’s preface and an-

notations [1: 222-235].  

P. Chobanyan also carried out teaching activities at various universities. He 

conducted general and professional courses at David Anhaght University, Pedagog-

ical University after Kh. Abovyan, Yerevan State University, and Yerevan Mkhi-

taryan Congregation’s school.  

The scholar also participated in many international conferences, made presen-

tations World Congresses of Oriental Studies at the 35th (Budapest) and 37th 

(Moscow), and participated in an international conference organized on the initia-

tive of the Mekhitarist Congregation of Vienna to mark the 200th anniversary of 

the Mekhitarist Congregation of Vienna [4: 1-4]. 

Pavel Chobanyan was awarded the Garegin Nzhdeh Medal by the RA Minis-

try of Defense in 2010. He received other medals, including "150 years since the 

birth of K. Mechiev" (2010) and “20 years since the declaration of the Nagorno-

Karabakh Republicˮ (2011). 

The first day of the conference began in the round hall of the Presidium of 

NAS RA, and the second day continued in the conference hall of the Institute of 

Oriental Studies of NAS RA. 

The conference was jointly organized by the Institute of Oriental Studies and 

Institute of History of the National Academy of Sciences of NAS RA and the De-

partment of History of the Yerevan State University. 

Academician-Secretary of the Division of Armenian studies and Social Sci-

ences of NAS RA Yuri Suvaryan gave an opening speech of the conference. Direc-

tor of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA Robert Ghazaryan and director 

of the Institute of History of NAS RA Ashot Melkonyan made welcoming remarks. 

Edik Minasyan, Dean of the YSU Faculty of History, welcomed the conference 

participants as well. The conference was also attended by members of Pavel Cho-

banyan's family who made welcoming remarks. 

In his speech, Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA Robert 

Ghazaryan stated that he considers it a problem that most of our society does not 

have a clear idea of the state called "Azerbaijan" and who “Azerbaijanisˮ are, when 

and how they created the state, such as it is today. According to R. Ghazaryan, it is 

necessary to educate and inform the public at the state, university, why not also at 

the school level. Naturally, it is not about instilling hatred, as is done in Azerbaijan, 

but simply about showing the true course of history. “Azerbaijan's first target is the 

Armenians because anti-Armenianism is one of the cornerstones of their state. Not 

much has changed since 1918, but on the other hand, their “theftˮ extends to other 

countries in the region. They are also appropriating the historical and cultural herit-

age of the Iranian, Georgian, and Caucasian peoples and local populations” [5]. 

Thirty-one participants spoke at the conference, including thirteen from 

abroad (Georgia, Russia, the United States, Iran, and China). Eight participants 

from Georgia (Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Institute of History and 

Ethnography, Georgian National Center of Manuscripts, Institute of Oriental Stud-
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ies) presented the results of their research on various issues of Armenian-Georgian 

relations and Caucasian history during the conference. Remarkable reports were 

made on various topics of Armenian and Georgian history of the early Middle Ag-

es to the Modern Age, and the ethnopolitical and socio-economic history of the 

Eastern Caucasus. 

Mariam Chkhartishvili, one of the Georgian participants, presented the paper 

“Identification of Nobleman Atrnerseh of the “Book of Letters” and “Revisiting 

Political History of Georgia in 6th-7th Centuries”, David Merkviladze's paper was 

“The Plans of Erekle II, the King of Kartli-Kakheti as regards the campaign of 

Russian troops in Daghestan in 1775”, and Manuchar Guntsadze presented “Socio-

economic Issue in the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921)ˮ. Jilbert 

Meshkanbarians with a paper called “The Safavid Iran’s Taxation Process Accord-

ing to 16th-18th centuries Armenian Historians and Other Sources of the Period” 

represented Iran. Among the Armenian participants, Azat Bozoyan, Doctor of His-

torical Sciences, presented a remarkable paper entitled “Research on the problems 

of the history of the Caucasus in Pavlik Chobanyan's works” and Benyamin 

Mailyan presented a paper called “The Adjarian question in Georgian-Turkish-

Azerbaijanian relations (1918-1921)”. There were other interesting papers on the 

early Middle Ages, modern history of Armenia and Georgia, and the ethno-

political and socio-economic history of the Eastern Caucasus [6].  

One of the sessions was held online, with the participation of Prof. Sepuh 

Aslanian (Chair of the Department of Armenian Studies of Los Angeles, USA), S. 

Lusineh Gushchyan (Russian Museum in St. Petersburg), Gilbert Meshkanbaryans 

from Iran, and Mariam Bezhitashvili (Georgia). 

The conference papers were printed in advance and distributed to the confer-

ence participants. 

The conference has been organized within the framework of the thematic pro-

gram “21T-6A163 Science Committee of Ministry of Education, Science, Culture 

and Sport of Armeniaˮ. 
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