uquruwuanrh yuurh MUrvLuGrsL
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Pwuwh pwnbp' Uqwpwlwdénp, wwpulbpblt  wpdwbw-
gnnupntl, wdnipg, wpwpwipwn, uwpwpwn, Ywyng dnp, nip
dhotiwnwp, Gntigtiwdénp:

Cwjwunwup <wupwwbinnyjwt wnwpwdpnid dholw-
nwnjwu hnjuybipnn Ywdnipoubiphg £ Ywjng Anph dwpgybtiun-
pnu Gnbquwanph dnunnwwjpnid, Upthw gqbicnh dpw guinuynn
Ugqwpwywanph Ywdnipop: Wu wuydwunwdp, huswbiu hwjinuh
£, Ywdnipop unmwgti E wjt wwwnbwnny, np Juww £ hwunw-
wnnw Ugwpwwénp (bwiuypu Wwp, Wwn, Ugup) gjninp
htiwn:

Wu gbintighy dphwywdwp Ywdnipop hwyinuh £ uwble dp
pwuh wy wudwunwiubpny' «Unip Ywdnipg», « fwnwih, “w-
wnwih, Ywd Ywnuwinth Ywdnppe» b Ywd «Ywih-thbpwu»':
Gpt «Unip Ywdnipg» wudwunwdp tywpwgpnud £ upw &lp,
www wuhwulwuwip k, b npintinhg £ quihu «twnwih Yuwd
Ttwnwinth Ywdnipg»: Uuhwjwn £ duwgt, @b htus Yuww Yunpnn
E nwubuw| ndu Ttwnwip Ywdpoh hbwn: Lokup, np “rwnuw
wuntup hwunhwnud Ep ny dhouwnwpnud pE dnwnydwuubph
U pbpuu bwl hwytph 2powunid: Lpwgjw Udwnjwup hp wus-
uwunwubpph pwnwpwund wunpwnwpétp b Swpwt Ywd
QYwpw|b wudsuwuntubphu® <wjbpph dnn Ywnw] wudwu
wnlwjniejwu dwuht GU yywynd bwle dhus wydd gnpdwdynn
Twnwywu wgquuntup:

1 LTSP 1986, 20:
2 U6wnywu 1962, 135:
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Lhwnwpppwywu £ «twih-thGpwu»  wujwunidp, npp
wwpuybptuhg Yupbih § pwpgiwub) «Gwfupnn wugnubip»®:
Uw, hwjwuwpwp, Ywwyws £ Yuwdpoh 2powlwipnid nw-
pwojwd ghowwnhs pngniuubiph wnlwjniejwu htw, npnug
Ywpbh £ wyuop £ hwunhwb| wjuwnbin:

UgqwpwYwdénph Ywdnipop hwjnuph £ bwl hp wpw-
pwwnwn wpdwlwgnpnijwdp:

Ywdntpop, puwn dbp nhunwpynwdubiph, wnwoht wugqwd
hhowwnwlb Gu Lwepbpniupu* b 6. Lwjwjwup®: Uwlwyu,
upwughg ns np sh ugnwd Upw wwpuybpbt wpdwuwagpniejwu
dwuhtu: << wyhwmwywu wpluhynw ywhynn Ywdpoh hwjbptu
U nnwbptu 1949 p.-h hwyjwndwu pwpwnbpnd wywpuybpbu
wpdwuwgpnizwu  dwuphu  unyuwbu nghus  sh - wuynwd®:
Muwpuybiptu wpdwuwagpnieintup hhpwwnwynd £ 4. <wpni-
pIntywup’ Ywdpoh swihwgpwlwu b shtwpwpwywlu ulw-
pwagpniejwu dby’:

? Steingass 1963: 239, 499: Ji» /dal/ wupulkpku tpwbwynd £ wign (Gyps
fulvus), nnk u https:/fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/uS S

4 Pwgpbkipniup 2003, 102:

> Lwiqwywti 1904, 258:

& Snun 1551-22:

7 Qupnipyniuyw 1960, 108-109:
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uwjwsd, np wnpnipubipp s6U hwnnpnnd Ywdpoh hhd-
uwnpdwu Jbpwpbpjw] wndjwiubp, uwywju, hwy ywwndwagh-
wmwlwu b htwghnwywu wjwunniejwu db9 wdnip hwdng-
dniup Yw, np wju Yunngdby £ XN nuipnud®; wyp ng el XVII
nwnntd, huswbu gpnud £ 4. <wpnipniujwup: b phyu wjng,
<. Ubipnujwup unyuwbu Yupdnud k, np wdnipop Yunnigybi
E Opptywuubph Ynndhg L Hhu-Nwpunwy wnlnpulwu
dwuwwwphp dwu b Juqdb)®: Ywdnipop Gnbgquwdnph L
UgqwpwYwdénph puwyhsubph hwdwp punhnwy dhusle 1970-
wywuubpp Upthwu wugubnt pbiplu wdbuwlwpd dhongu |
tnt°, hush wlwgnyu Yyuyniegniut £ ybipp upjwd Yudpgh
hwoywndwl pwpubphtu Yhg wnlw |nwulwpubphg dayp,
npp wwwnybpnd £ upw Yypwjng wugunn dwpnlwug™

Ywdpoh nupwnhp quunuwip hunwynpbu gnyg £ wnwihu
Jbpohuhu ybpwunpngnuiubiph hbwnpbpp' wywwbph 2wpyws-
pnud U wy| dwubipnd wtnwpptip swithh, viwppbp dwdwuwlyub-
pnud nbinwnpywé b pwqdwqwu wnbuwyh pwptph ogunwagnp-
onwip: funphpnwht dwdwiuwwhwwnywdnd Ywdnipop yb-
pwunpngyb] b wnudwqu bGpynt wuqwd' 1957 p.-hu? L
1970 p.-hu™: Cun Mwwundwdawynipwiht wpgbing-pwuqw-
pwutbph b wwwndwlwu dhowdwiph wwhwywunipjwu ow-
nwjniintu MNUY-h Yuypkoh' «dhwju 1985-1986 pR. Usnwn
fuwjwejwuh  gluwynpnijwdp hpwlwiuwgwsd wdpwlw)-
dwu w2fuwwmwupubiph wpryntupnd huwpwynp Gnuy wwh-

8 bnhwqupywu 1955, 38: <UL 1974, 50: KLTSP 1986, 20:

9 Pwuwynp hwnnpnnud: dwuwwwphh uyngénpjwt hwndwdh dwuhu
nb'u Ubkpnyw 2014: SH'u twl Pwpwgwiywl, Spwilhu 2019: 127
<UL 1974: 50: LKKGSP 1986: 20:

1% https://hushardzan.am/archives/6100

1 $nun 1551-22 Yhg |nuwiuywpubin:

12 Cuipnipeyntuywi 1960, 109;

3 bnbquwdanph puwlhs, ulwphs, Gnbquwaénph Bpypwghnwlwu pwu-
gwnpwuh bwhuyht nvopbt Ywduwp Uwhwljwuh pwuwynp hwnnpndwdp:
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wwub] Ywdpoh ubpywjhu nbupp, wwyjdwuny, np wjt wyjlu
Uwfuwwnbugwd skp [hubint npwuuwnpuwihtu dhongubiph wnb-
nwowndh hwdwp»':

huswbu wpnbu upbghup, Uqwpwlwdnph Ywdnipop
hwupwhwjwn £ uwl hp wpwpwnwn' wwpuybpbu wpdwuw-
gpniejwdp: Wu thnpwagpywsd £ ninnuiuyniu uwwpwph ypw,
npp wbnwnpywsd £ Yuwnnygh wpbbpwt' nbwyh dwpnwping
uwpp bwjnn ywwh dbg: Ukp Ywpdphpny, hwjwuwywu k, np
wnpdwlwgnpniginiup wwhwwuywd £ dwutwyhnpbu: huswbiu
unnpl Yunbuubup, wpdwuwgpnipjwt hwnnpnwd Ygywnip
wbnbynyeyntup b Ynnp-Ynnph tdwuwwhw Gpynt ninnuuy-
Jniu uwjwpwpbiph wnlwjniejniup hnnd Gu, np wju bwfuw-
wbu thnpwgpywsd E Gnb| wyn Gpynt uwwpwnpbiph ypw, uw-
Yy we uwjwpwph dwytiptup (nph Jpw, Gupwnpwpwn
Gnb| £ wpédwuwgpnigjwu uyhqpp) wdpnnonyht wuhbinwghb)

14 https://hushardzan.am/archives/6100
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E pwph pwjpwjdwt’ hnndwhwpnigjwu Ywd wy ubipgnpdni-
pjwu wwwbwnny: Ubkg hwuwd wpdwluwagpnieginiup unyu-
wbu inbin-intin pwjpwywd ypdwynid k:

Pwpépnipjwt ypw guudbint ywwbwnny wpdwlw-
gpnipintup dwuwngkifh sk dnnpyhg nwnwuwuppdwy hwdwp'
wnwug hwwnnyy [GnuwqUwgwihu dhongubtiph, nwwh dbup
wju nunwuwuppby Bup hbnwnhunwyny' gbnh wihhu Yuug-
uwd: Lnyu wwwbwnny huwpwynp sk twl nmw] wpdwuw-
gpnipntup wywpnibwynn uwjwpwnph swibpp:

Up&dwuwgpnipniup pwnlwugwd Lt Gpkip wnnnhg: Ug W
dwfu Ynndbipnd pwpp yuwuyws £, W nwunh ghpp ndywn pu-
phtinubh k:

Updwuwagpniejniup hGunbywiu £.

1 [ saaain].]?
2 [0 .. ]

3 []Sednla

(GwpgdwuntejnLup.
1 [-..] mwph? hwpjnip b jnpwlwuntu

2 [-..] GpynL tnwph

3 nbpu/ppwywuwgunnu £ Uwpp/u |...]

Updwuwagpniejniup wuunynp £ upwuny, np npwuntd
oqgunwgnpdjwsd bu wwpuybipbt pwywuubp’ wpwpwlwu-
ubiph nfuwpbu: buswybu hwynup £, dnwngdwuwlwu et
nwwwuwpwpwihu, b pE shtwpwpwlywu Yhdwagpnipjuu
dti9 dhouwnwpnid, unynpwpwn, oginwgnpdynd tu wpwpw-
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Ywu pwywuutp: Pwgh wyn, wpdwuwagpnypjw dby, «inw-
ph» pwnp oguwagnpdwsd k tpynt wuqud' twfu pYwlwuhg
wnwe npwd b wpwpbpbu 4w -u (Gt wyn pwnh dbp pu-
ptingnwip 6hown k), wjunthbinnl pwlwuhg hbwnn npjwd k
wwnuybpbu Jdws «winwph» pwnp: Wuwnbn wsph £ pulunwd
wwnuybpbuh ufuwl oguwgnpdnidp. Jw pwnp whiwp E npybp
pUwlwuhg wnwy' hqudbinh wnbupny: Bhon wwpuybpbuny
wtinp £ |hubip
sdne sidd-o héftad-o do

uwlwyu gnyti £

séne-ye sidd-o hiftad-o do sal
hwwuwpwn, pwuh np 4w sane pwnp npyb| £ pqwywuutpp
uygpnud' wnwohu nnnnud, wwpuybipbu unyu
Upwuwynipjudp de-p npdtp b pwlwuubphg hbnn' Gpynpn
nnnntd:

4ala uwhbp, Ywd wpwpbpbuh wnnqwuniejwdp uw-
hhp pwnp wpdwuwgpniejwu dbo oguwgnpdynid £ wpwpb-
ptu 4+ ywwwubinyentu gnyg wnynn nbpwuntuny, wjuhupu
«upw wbpu b Uwpg../Uwpp.../Uwpu...p»™: SGuwlwunpbu
huwpwynp L wl np 4sbe-p oquwgnpdywd |huh sahebe
(wpwpbpbu  Zsla sahibatun) «wppnthh»  Upwuwyniejwdp
(«Shpnthp Uwpg../Uwpp.../Uwpnu...p»), uwlwju, dbup wju
wwppbipwyp hwywuwlwu stup hwdwpnud:

Ywdpoh wpdwlwgpnieniup  wnwuduwund £ twl
upwuny, np «hwpniphg» wnwe pwg k£ pnnuywsd <hwqup»
pYwlwup, hwjwuwpwp nbn futw)bnt bwywwnwyny: Nwwnh,
puwn dbip pupbpgdwu, wpdwuwagpnieiniup ugnwd £ 1172 hhe-
nwjh pwlywup:

5 Cwjwuwlwungniu Yw, np wétwudwu uyhgpp (hup vwl Ubpg...,
Utipp..., Unpg..., Unpp, Ubpu.../Unpu ..., uwlwju d&up wju wwppb-
pwyubpp sEup nhunwpynid:
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Wuwhuny, dtp hwdngdwdp, wpdwuwgpnieniup wlypu-
hwjnnptu wnugynd £ Ywdpoh yYbpwunpngdwu hbwn, pb-
Yniql wyu sh upnud «Ywdnipe» (Wwpuybipbu J; thn| Yuwd wpw-
pbipbU == ohup) pwnp (uw Yupnn tp thnpugndwsd (hub we
pwph Jpw):

hus JGpwpbpnd £ wpdwlwgpnipjuwt gpwwnbiuwyht,
www wju hnpwgpwsd £ uwufuny' twupwihp gpwnbuwyh
EidGuwnubpny, npnup GU «hw» wnwnh oguwgnpdnidp «-h
wbupny U Jdw «uwp pwnp: <Gunwppppwlwu E, np «dw»,
upw gbpluh Ywhyph b «dpd» wnwnbph hnpwgpdwt hwdwp
ogquwgnpdyt £ Yinp unuwwwn:

Wu, np ghpp gnqwd £ dwytipiup Gplugupny, wyp ng pb
(wjuwywu, dbp Ywpdhpny, pwgwnnd k, np wpdwuwgpnt-
WU uwjwpwpp |huh hht mwwwuwpwnp W YpYuoguwwagnns-
qwé |hup npwbu ywwnpwuwnh hnyws ohuwunie: Ujuhupl,
unphg Ywpnn Gup wub], np wpdwlwgpnyeiniup Jww ntup
Ywdpoh htGwn: Uju ugnud £ 1172 hhopwih pwlwup, npp hw-
dwwwuwnwuluwund £ gppgnpjwtu wnindwph 1758 pywlwupu:
Utip Ywpdhpny wpdwuwgpnieiniup hwnnpnnud £ 1758 p.-hu
Ywdpoh Jbpwunpngdwtu Jdwuphtu b npw  hndwuwynpnnp’
Uwpg.../Uwpp... jwd Uwpu... wuntun wuduwynpnipjwi
dwuhu, npp wudwu dbpohu hwwndwdp (dwfu Ynndnud)
ouoywd £ b wupupbnubh:

Uuglhwgh wnbwunpwywuubiph  hwoybtiwynigniuubpnid
ugytid £, np XVI-XVIII nn. pwjwlwupht wotunidwunwd L JdG-
wmwpup dwuwwwphny wnwnpynn wnbwnnpp, bW hwy Jwbwnw-
Ywuubpp JGd nbp Gu fuwnnd fSnipphwih, Mwpulwunwup
L 6dpnwwih dhole mwnynn wnlinph dbo'®: Nwwnh qupdw-
uwih sk Uqupwlwanph Ywdpoh ytipwunpngnudp XVIII nw-
pnd’ Jwutwynpwwbu 1758 pqwlywupu, huswbu deup Yup-

16 Uwpwppnuywu 1989: 93
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THE PERSIAN INSCRIPTION OF AGARAKADZOR BRIDGE

Keywords: Agarakadzor, Persian inscription, bridge, Arabian letter,
cobblestone, Vayots Dzor, Late Middle Ages, Yeghegnadzor.

Agarakadzor bridge is one of gorgeous Armenian bridges in Vayots
Dzor marz (province) of the Republic of Armenia. It is located near
the capital of the marz Yeghegnadzor over river Arpa and leads to
Agarakazdor village (former Ayar or Agyar).

Agarakadzor bridge is also known for its Persian inscription.
Despite the historical accounts give no information on the estab-
lishment of the bridge, the Armenian historical and archaeological
traditions confidently point out that the bridge was established in the
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13™ century being a part of Dvin-Part’av (Barda) route. Archeologist
and Armenologist Husik Melkonyan, among others, also believes
that the bridge was established by Oribelian princely dynasty in the
13™ century to serve this very important commercial and military
route. Until 1970s the bridge was the shortest way for crossing the
river Arpa for the inhabitants of Agarkadzor village.

The visual study of the bridge - stones of various colors and
forms used in walls of the bridge easily reveal traces of numerous
reconstructions. During Soviet times the bridge was reconstructed in
1958 and 1970, while the website of one state body for preservation
of monuments mentions about another repair in 1985-1986.

We have studied the Persian inscription (located at high posi-
tion in the wall looking at Vardabloor mount - therefore we have
examined it using binocular) carved in three rows as follows:

1 [5]cr 5 amain].]?
2 [..'] Jus 52 [...]
3 [...]o/S 3 4alia

Translation:
1 [...] year? one hundred and seventy
[...] two year
3 owner/executor Mark/s [...]

As seen, the inscription is extraordinary by the fact that Persian
numerals are used instead of Arabic ones as traditionally applied in
medieval Muslim gravestones and constructional inscriptions. Also,
the word year was used two times - 4w (Arabic) before and Jw
(Persian) after the numerals. We also noted a wrong use of the
Persian ezafe with the word Jw. At the same time, one can see that
the numeral ‘one thousand’, in our opinion, is omitted before the
numeral ‘one hundred’. Therefore, we believe that 172 should be
intepreted as 1172 of the Hijri year that is equal to 1758 of the
Gregorian calendar. As a whole, we think that the inscription may
have covered two stone slabs: unfortunately the beginning of the
inscription was erased because of weathering or other mechanical
influence. We also can mention that the inscription is made in naskh
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handwriting with elements of Nastaliq (+ ‘ha’ and the word Jw ).
Another interesting circumstance related to the technique of carving
is that a round metallic mold was used to carve letters ‘fa’, dot over it
and ‘mim’.

Summarizing we would like to mention that the inscription on
Agarakadzor bridge in our opinion communicates the year of a repair
of this structure - 1758 probably by someone whose name started
with Marg/k... or Mars.... As the bridge was an important element
of the Dvin-Part’av (Barda) section of the Silk Route, its
reconstruction in the 18" century is no surprise. In the 17-18"
centuries the Silk Route trade intensified and, as known, the
Armenian merchants were playing a prominent role in the commerce
between Turkey, Iran and Europe. Foreign merchants should also
have used part of this route in Vayots Dzor. Thus, a Russian
merchant of the 17" century Fedot Kotov described towns of
Ardebil, Jugha (Julfa or Jolfa), Yerevan, Ejmiatsin and probably
should have passed this route.
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