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FROM EREBUNI TO KARMIR BLUR.
SOME REMARKS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CITY OF TEISEBAINI
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We tend to assume that the foundation of the city of Teishebaini
is directly connected with the earthquake recorded in Erebuni at
the first half of the VII c. BC. In this respect, first of all, we need
to find out why Rusa II built such an enormous city in the Ararat
Plain, while large cities such as Erebuni and Argistihinili were
already existed. Some inscribed objects, found from Karmir Blur
during the excavations, bear the name of the city of Erebuni.Why
were those objects transferred from Erebuni to TeiSebaini? The
construction of such a big fortress as TeiSebaini would require a
considerable amount of time. This means that during the period
of its construction, the general political situation was peaceful,
and a military reason thus unlikely. In our opinion, the most re-
cent excavations at Erebuni fortress, especially from the 2014,
2016 seasons (co-directors: M. Badalyan, S. Deschamps)-can
provide crucial data for the above-mentioned questions. The re-
sults of work in the sectors D1 and D2 in particular revealed
clear evidence of a strong earthquake (Figure 2). This was con-
firmed also by an Armenian and French archaeo-seismologists,
who were working in the site. In our personal opinion, the earth-
quake can be dated to the beginning to the middle of the 7th cen-
tury B.C. This data should correspond to the foundation of
TeiSebaini. The earthquake could be a reason for the drying of
the Erebuni water sources. As we have already mentioned, in
that period water was a crucial problem for Urartu. This issue
could have been the reason for the foundation of Karmir Blur.
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Rusa II chose a position which was close to water sources, in-
cluding the Hrazdan River, and the Urartian monarch also con-
structed the Umesini channel in the Ararat Plain. In our opinion,
the dedication of the city to the weather god was meant as a
prayer to TeiSeba for rain and fertile lands.

Miqael Badalyan - PhD.,,

Erebuni Historical and Archaeological
Museum-Reserve, Director
miq.badalyan@gmail.com
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