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New Edition, Volume IV: Iran—Kha. Leiden and New York: BRILL, 1997,
pp. 208-210.
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Zuywunwinid, Gplwi, 1965, ke 211:

328



quiwnwgnlighti ptipnwpwnwpp, hush 2unphhy wju wugwy
Rwpwpjwuubphu:  wynmuwpbpwéd  wpdwuwgpniejniup
Pouhnd XII nwpnud  dnwnydwuwlwu  hofuwunieniuutipp
Ynndhg wnwpwdph gpwydwu b upwug ubpluwjniejwu Yyyw-
jnupynLu | :

hus Jbpwpbpnud £ pubwhuwjwp Unthwddwn/Unhwd-
dwn fdnwhhtu, wwyw tw hwjwuwpwnp bGnb| £ Pouph pbip-
nwpwnuwph dnwnydwuwlwu Ywjwagnph Ywnwydwnphsp, nud
hpwhwugny hGug pwunwyyb] £ wju wpdwuwgpnipniup:
uwjwd wju hwugqwdwupht, np wpdwuwgpnienlu Wwpnt-
twynn pwpp, pun < Lwynpjwuh Lwputwlwu nyjwih,
hwjinuwpbipdly £ dhguwptipnh gphnph Ywd gpwwnwp dh
thnuh dbg, wju wbwp b npdwd |hubp dhouwpbpnh Yuwd
ptipnh wwwbph dbo: Lwpp htinmwguwinud nbnwihnfuyty k,
swpnyby tpynt Ynndtiphg U ogunwgnpdyby 2htiwpwpulyw
Uwywuwnwlyubpny:

Pouhp wpdwuwagpnientup  <wjwunwuh Lwupwwb-
wnnRjwlu wmwpwdpnd hwjnuwpbpywsd wpwpwnwn dhotuw-
nwnjwu ny mwwwuwagpwihu pnwunwyniejwdp udnubinhg
E: Wu, np pwpp vnwwwuwpwn sk, Jyuynd Gu dnwunydwtw-
Ywu gbpbqiwuwhu Ynennubiph ypw' hwugnigjwih wuntuhg
wudhowwbiu wnwe npynn’ il ass el «ubipdwd, ennnieintu
utnwgwoé» wpwnwhwjinnyeintuubph pwgwlw)nyeintup, pwu-
nulyywsd gptiph swihwquiug d&s |hubip gipbqdwuwihu Yn-
pnnh hwdwp, huswbu twl gpbph ninnwhwjwg nwuwyn-
pnientup pwph tywwndwdp: Upwpwwnwn yhdwgptipp dbp
Gpypnud dnwunydwtwlwu whwneniuubiph Gplwpwwnlb np-
pwwbwnigjwu hbwnptiphg Gu, npnug, uwywju, 6upnn UJb-
Swdwuuntpintup nipdhoUwnwpwl nwwwuwpwnbp Gu:

329



Npwbu 2htwpwpwywu punyeh yhdwghp' Ywpnn Gup
ugti Upwquwdnwunup Ubipphu (Gwihup/TFwonwntdh dhouw-
pbpnh ywwht wpjwdé Swnnwnjwuubph wpdwuwgpni)nt-
up’, npp pYwgnynid £ hhopwih 570 Ywd 1174 pwlwund,
dnnwynpwwbiu unyu dwdwuwwopswuny, hus Pouph wp-
dwuwgpnip)ntun:

Fouhh Unpwhwjnn  wpwpwwnwn wpdwlwgnpniejniup
Jywjnd £ XII nwpnwd Pouh puwlwywiph Ywpunpnipjwu
dwuht: Wu wnbintynigyniu £ hwnnpnnd, np XII nwph 4bpohu
wmwutwdjwyubpnud  Pouh  pbpnwpwnwpp  hGuwybn  Ep
wjuwnbin hwunwunydwsd dnwnydwuwlywu wdhpwubph hw-
dwp:

7 XawaTpsae A.A., Hukaeranunckas apaGekas Hapmuck 570/1174 roga, QXK Ne
4, 1979, crp. 188-198; ‘Lnyuth, Kopmyc apabekux Hagmuceit Apmennu VIII-XVI
BB, Beimyck I, Epesan, 1987, cTp. 46.
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MIKAYELYAN TIGRAN

THE NEWLY DISCOVERED PERSIAN INSCRIPTION OF THE
XII CENTURY IN THE FORTRESS OF BJNI

Keywords: Bjni, Persian, inscription, Nerkin Talin/Dashtadem, Hayk
Hakobyan, Isfahsalar, Muhammad Tusi, Armenia, Iran, 1175-1183.

In 2007 during its excavations within the citadel of Bjni
fortress the expedition of the Institute of Archaeology and Eth-
nology of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia discov-
ered a stone with an inscription in Arabic characters.

We have read this Persian inscription in five lines sculpt-
ed on a stone fragment showing missing parts from all sides.
The first line is damaged and is unreadable, the second line
mentions the name of some Isfahsalar Muhammad/Mohammad
Tusi ...k a8 3 [44s)].... The third line is also unclear, ex-
cept for the guessable word ‘Islam’. The fourth line reads ‘May
the God bless all’ in Persian. The fifth line communicates the
date, which is ... [¢] L a5 = The date is incomplete, how-
ever it is definitely the 500" year of Hijra or the Xl century
AD. To define the decade we need to offer numbers ending
with o=, These are forty (=) seventy s or ninety (e |

From these figures we prefer seventy u=s because of a
few considerations: if it is forty ¢, horizontal line of alif
would be visible even if it is damaged; there is a dot over (...
even though ‘ba’s dot has been put over and not under the
letter. (= or ninety also has no dots. So by choosing seventy,
we can date the inscription to the period of 1175-1183. We can’t
offer a more precise date as the first number before seventy is
lost.
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We also believe that this inscription is not an epitaph as
there are no Islamic formulas for the deceased put right before
the name; also the sculpted characters are too big for a grave-
stone and in addition they are positioned perpendicularly to the
stone unlike Armenia’s Muslim gravestones. Therefore, this
must be a fragment of an inscription commemorating some
construction or maybe a repair or strengthening of the Bjni for-
tress or citadel executed by the order of Isfahsalar Muhammad
Tusi.

Unfortunately the inscription does not communicate the
dynasty to which it belongs. However, there is another Arabic
inscription of 1174 by Shaddadids carved on a citadel of Nerkin
Talin/Dashtadem (Aragatsotn region of Armenia).

The newly discovered Persian inscription is evidence that
Muslim military had some presence during the last decades of
the Xl century in the Armenian fortress of Bjni.
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